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BOROUGH  OF  HOVE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1956 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  character  of  the  duties  and  the  nature  of  the  responsibilities 
of  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  changed  and  is  changing  so  rapidly 
that  he  might  almost  claim  that  the  presentation  of  an  Annual  Report 
is  about  the  last  reminder  of  the  days  when  he  battled  exclusively 
with  environmental  hygiene  and  epidemic  disease.  That  the  battle 
against  these  hindrances  to  a completely  healthy  life  is  by  no  means 
over  in  all  cases,  is  proved  by  the  reference  in  this  year’s  report  to 
Underground  Rooms,  Atmospheric  Pollution  and  a poliomyelitis 
outbreak,  but  the  eye  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  being 
diverted  more  and  more  to  the  baffling  etiology  of  chronic  disease 
in  which  progress  must  be  expected  to  be  slower  and  unspectacular — 
i.e.f  the  causes  of  coronary  artery  disease — the  connection  between 
lung  cancer  and  excessive  cigarette  smoking,  and  the  means  of  post- 
poning the  onset  of  senile  old  age.  Unfortunately,  however,  there  is 
not  the  same  sense  of  urgency  in  the  public  mind  about  the  elucidation 
of  these  problems  either  because  they  only  affect  a section  of  the 
population  or  because  they  are  regarded  as  inevitable  concomitants 
of  modern  life. 

In  the  meanwhile,  year  by  year  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  comes 
down  to  earth  again  in  compiling  his  Annual  Report  which  in  the  main 
is  a record  of  the  same  facts  and  figures  except  where  on  occasion  a 
new  law  emerges  on  the  Statute  Book  or  a change  takes  place  in  the 
title  of  one  of  his  officers — Sanitary  Inspectors  must  now  be  called 
Public  Health  Inspectors,  and  that  body  which  from  antiquity  was 


3 


known  as  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  must  now  be  addressed  as  the 
Royal  Society  of  Health.  “ Sanitary”  seems  to  have  gathered  in  the 
course  of  years  some  undesirable  associations  but  in  essence  it  is  only 
the  English  equivalent  of  the  Latin  word  for  Health.  These  pages 
and  tables  will  once  again  show  the  nature  and  variety  of  impacts 
made  upon  the  community  by  the  Department  and  although  specula- 
tions upon  the  causes  of  obscure  diseases  may  be  more  interesting 
and  in  the  long  run,  perhaps  more  profitable,  the  cure  of  a leaky  roof 
or  the  admission  of  an  old  person  to  hospital  or  home  is,  at  the 
moment  for  the  individual  sufferer,  more  important. 

Vital  Statistics. 

This  heading  always  seems  to  have  a dead  mathematical  ring  about 
it  but  it  is  the  material  upon  which  plans  for  the  future  are  based  and 
errors  of  the  past  rectified  even  though  the  actual  numbers  and  totals 
only  vary  very  slightly  year  by  year.  The  Registrar  General  estimates 
that  Hove’s  population  increased  by  120  in  1956 — an  anomaly  which 
in  the  light  of  the  new  buildings  and  the  conversions  of  old  properties 
taking  place  all  around  us  must  always  remain  a puzzle  to  many 
unless  they  appreciate  that  Hove  with  other  South  Coast  towns,  is 
something  like  the  children’s  party  game  of  Family  Coach  where 
from  time  to  time  all  the  participants  change  places  but  the  total 
number  of  players  remains  the  same.  However,  a 70,000  population, 
a rateable  value  of  £1,800,000  and  a penny  rate  producing  £7,000 
ought  to  ensure  to  Hove  a proper  independent  delegation  of  powers 
from  the  County  Council  when  the  proposals  of  the  recent  White 
Paper  on  Local  Government  become  translated  into  legislation. 

There  was  also  a small  but  none  the  less  welcome  rise  in  the  Birth 
Rate  and  an  increase  in  the  number  of  confinements  taking  place  in 
the  home,  which  despite  its  cost  and  inconvenience  is  physiologically 
and  psychologically  the  proper  place.  On  the  other  hand  the  number 
of  Infant  Deaths  has  increased  slightly  out  of  proportion  to  the 
added  number  of  births  and  rather  unusually  all  of  them  in  the 
legitimate  class.  A survey  of  their  causes  does,  however,  justify 
the  opinion  that  in  the  light  of  modern  obstetric  knowledge  possibly 
only  1 was  avoidable.  7 were  due  to  prematurity,  where  the  chances 
of  survival  are  largely  a question  of  birth  weight,  and  these  were  all 
below  the  minimum.  5 possessed  congenital  defects  which  effectively 
prevented  their  continued  existence  even  in  the  absence  of  infection 
and  1 sustained  a brain  injury  during  the  course  of  labour. 

The  Total  Deaths,  with  females  in  excess  because  of  their  pre- 
ponderence  in  the  general  population,  were  almost  exactly  the  same 
as  in  1955  and  the  commonest  causes  were  those  associated  with  old 
age — Coronary  Diseases  and  other  forms  of  Heart  and  Circulatory 
diseases  and  Cancer.  Coronary  Diseases  affect,  as  always  in  recent 
years,  the  male  sex — 84  to  28 — and  the  most  fatal  form  is  seen  all  to 
frequently  in  the  middle  fifties.  Stress,  heredity,  diet  and  lack  of 
exercise  have  all  been  inculpated  at  different  times  and  by  different 
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observers  and  one  of  the  difficulties  of  early  discovery  lies,  as  so 
frequently  in  other  diseases,  in  the  fact  that  the  early  symptoms 
simulate  those  of  much  less  serious  complaints.  Indigestion  or 
pains  in  the  chest  attributable  to  it  frequently  escapes  the  notice  of  the 
patient  and  sometimes  his  doctor  as  a warning  indication  of  obstruction 
of  the  arteries  controlling  the  vital  blood  supplies  to  the  heart. 

Cancer  of  the  Lung,  because  of  the  suggested,  and  by  many  accepted, 
connection  with  excessive  cigarette  smoking,  continues  to  excite 
general  interest  but  not  greatly  as  yet  to  the  point  of  a reduction  in 
its  indulgence.  Such  statistics  as  the  40  times  greater  mortality  from 
this  disease  of  smokers  smoking  25  or  more  cigarettes  per  day  com- 
pared with  non-smokers  and  the  one  in  18  chances  of  males  dying 
from  it,  is  weighty  evidence  not  to  be  lightly  disregarded  even  though 
it  is  not  claimed  that  in  itself  it  proves  cause  and  effect  nor  whether 
the  action  is  direct  or  indirect — does  the  introduction  of  the  smoke 
into  the  mouth  produce  cancer  at  the  distant  site  of  the  lung  or  is  it 
the  actual  contact  with  the  lung  tissues,  in  which  case  non-inhalers 
ought  to  be  relatively  safe.  What  is  the  influence  of  atmospheric 
pollution,  particularly  diesel  oil  fumes  from  motor  exhausts  ? All 
these  questions  obviously  require  much  greater  research  but  is  it  not 
desirable  to  accept  such  evidence  as  is  at  present  available  even  though 
it  may  eventually  prove  not  to  be  the  whole  truth  and  by  moderation 
in  cigarette  smoking  effect  possibly  a life  as  well  as  a financial  saving. 
Incidentally,  although  during  the  past  10  years  the  increase  has  been 
most  dramatic  among  males — double — there  has  also  been  an  increase 
amongst  women,  with  the  same  connection  with  excessive  cigarette 
smoking.  The  Hove  figures  for  1956  show  33  deaths  attributable 
to  Lung  Cancer — 27  of  them  in  Males,  6 in  Females. 

One  other  controversial  issue  has  its  bearing  on  mortality  figures — 
the  effect  of  radiation  on  the  human  body,  both  from  the  fall  out  from 
atomic  bomb  experimental  explosions  and  that  arising  from  the 
normal  diagnostic  and  curative  use  of  X-rays  which  has  increased 
enormously.  The  chief  danger  lies  in  the  production  of  Leukaemia — 
a disease  which  may  be  termed  Cancer  of  the  blood  forming  organs 
of  the  body,  and  so  far,  incurable.  In  1931,  the  National  death  rate 
per  million  living  was  17,  in  1955 — 50,  males  predominating  in  urban 
areas,  the  well-to-do  rather  than  the  less  well-to-do.  It  is  not  a 
common  disease — 6 deaths  in  1956  in  Hove,  4 males  and  2 females. 
Its  causes  are  unknown,  except  that  exposure  to  the  effects  of  radiation 
is  one.  Amongst  survivors  from  the  Hiroshima  atomic  bomb 
explosion  the  incidence  was  4J  times  greater  than  amongst  the  general 
population  of  Japan.  Further  safeguards  may  be  the  reduction  of 
X-ray  examination,  especially  of  pregnant  women,  greater  protection 
to  those  who  operate  the  apparatus,  and  the  elimination  of  pediscopic 
fittings  of  children’s  shoes. 

Housing. 

At  their  meeting  in  December  the  Hove  Town  Council  formulated 
their  housing  policy  for  the  coming  year  which  was  that  apart  from 
retaining  certain  sites  for  possible  future  development  and  the  erection 
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of  a limited  number  of  old  people’s  flats  in  the  Knoll  and  Hangleton 
areas,  they  would  build  no  more  Council  houses  for  ordinary  letting. 
When  the  survey  of  basements  is  completed  consideration  will  be 
given  to  the  building  of  enough  new  houses  to  rehouse  tenants 
displaced  as  the  result  of  closing  orders. 

judging  by  the  number  of  families  rehoused  during  the  year,  the 
smallness  of  the  waiting  list  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  subsidy,  one 
could  hardly  expect  any  other  policy  to  be  adopted  although  I am 
constantly  coming  across  cases  both  on  and  off  the  waiting  list, 
whose  present  and  future  happiness  and  family  welfare  is  jeopardised 
by  the  long  delay  in  providing  them  with  better  accommodation. 
The  advent  of  the  new  Rent  Act  may  make  increased  demands  on 
the  Council  waiting  list  although  the  15  months  delay  before  the 
new  increases  become  normally  effective  will  postpone  effective  action 
for  a time. 

Underground  Room  Regulations. 

I referred  briefly  in  last  year’s  report  to  the  new  regulations  and  to 
the  progress  of  the  survey  which  unfortunately  had  to  be  dropped 
almost  as  soon  as  it  was  started  because  of  the  prior  demands  on  the 
inspectors’  time  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  This  year  it  has 
only  been  found  possible  to  deal  with  basements  affected  by  plans 
submitted  under  the  building  bye-laws,  i.e.,  conversions  and  un- 
occupied ones  where  no  rehousing  of  tenants  is  required.  Even  with 
this  reduction  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  have  been  hard  pressed 
to  keep  pace  with  the  work,  which  is  not  surprising  when  it  is 
remembered  that  every  property  requires  a preliminary  survey,  a 
decision  as  to  the  extent  of  the  non-compliance  with  the  Regulations 
and  probably  several  interviews  with  the  architect  or  builder.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  the  survey  could  not  have  been  carried  out  as 
originally  planned  and  the  worse  basements  dealt  with,  whether 
occupied  or  not,  first.  At  present  not  only  is  there  an  element  of 
uncertainty  about  the  whole  method  in  that  only  unoccupied  base- 
ments are  closed  but  the  object  of  the  regulations  is  to  some  extent 
defeated  by  leaving  untouched  some  of  the  worst  types  because  they 
happen  to  be  tenanted.  The  whole  position  has  recently  been  made 
more  complicated  by  a Divisional  Court  decision  that  non-compliance 
with  the  Underground  Rooms  Regulations  by  itself  is  not  sufficient 
grounds  for  closure — the  particular  property  has  to  satisfy  Section  12 
of  the  Housing  Act  1954  which  defines  in  precise  terms  what  is  meant 
by  “unfit  for  human  habitation.”  In  most  cases  an  individual  base- 
ment would  fall  short  of  both  requirements  but  anomalies  have  already 
arisen  which  will  be  rectified  when  the  consolidated  Housing  Act 
comes  into  force  in  August  1957.  In  the  meantime  it  is  proposed 
to  carry  out  during  the  present  summer  a quick  provisional  survey 
of  the  basements  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  town  so  that  some 
estimate  of  the  number  of  new  Council  houses  required  for  the 
rehousing  of  tenants  before  closing  orders  have  become  operative, 
can  be  given  to  the  Council  in  the  autumn. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

The  incidence  of  what  might  be  termed  the  ordinary  everyday  infect- 
ious diseases,  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  remained 
very  much  the  same  as  in  1955  except  that  there  was  not  the  anticipated 
reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Measles,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  1955 
was  also  a “Measles”  year.  Up  to  the  war  there  was  a definite  biennial 
cycle  but  since  that  period  there  has  not  been  the  same  sharp  distinction 
between  one  year  and  the  next.  The  1 case  of  Typhoid  was  an 
amended  diagnosis  from  Paratyphoid  Fever  made  some  time  after 
the  patient  was  admitted  to  hospital  and  the  source  of  her  infection 
was  not  traced.  12  cases  of  the  mild  Sonne  Dysentery  were  all  that 
were  notified  but  there  must  have  been  many  more  undetected  by 
the  patient  or  uninvestigated  by  the  doctor.  It  seems  now  that 
direct  case  to  case  infection,  particularly  via  splashing  of  lavatory 
seats,  is  a more  important  means  of  spread  than  contamination  of 
food  by  unwashed  hands  and  once  introduced  into  a family  it  rapidly 
infects  all  the  members  in  some  degree.  Until  the  autumn  of  the 
year  there  were  no  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  in  the  Borough  but  in 
November  a small  outbreak  occurred  in  the  area  of  Portslade,  limited 
almost  entirely  to  pre-school  children.  Direct  spread  into  Hove 
could  not  be  proved  but  it  obviously  followed  the  traffic  movements 
eastwards  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  7 cases  were  notified,  6 in  the 
central  and  1 in  the  Hangleton  area.  There  was  also  another  small 
stream  of  cases  resulting  from  a case  originating  in  London.  The 
outbreak  finally  ended  in  January  1957  with  11  cases — 1 death  from 
respiratory  involvement  and  10  paralysed  to  a varying  degree.  There 
were  4 adult  cases,  including  2 doctors  in  whose  case  the  line  of 
infection  could  be  definitely  traced  and  the  remainder  were  children 
under  school  age. 

The  customary  procedure  for  tracing  the  source  of  the  infection, 
controlling  the  contacts  and  minimising  the  spread  is  always  set  in 
motion  as  soon  as  the  case  is  reported  but  with  a disease  in  which 
case  to  case  infection  is  unusual  and  in  which  the  missed  case,  either 
undiscovered  or  only  brought  to  light  after  extensive  enquiries, 
plays  such  a prominent  part,  effective  action  is  rendered  difficult  if 
not  impossible.  Child  contacts  are  excluded  from  school  and  placed 
as  far  as  practicable  in  house  and  garden  quarantine.  Adults  engaged 
in  occupations  which  involve  mixing  with  children  on  any  scale,  Le., 
school  teachers,  or  the  handling  of  food,  are  also  put  off  work  and 
advised  to  restrict  their  contacts  with  other  families.  It  is,  I think, 
unfortunate  that  in  some  cases  this  involves  financial  loss  since, 
although  there  is  provision  under  the  National  Insurance  Regulations 
for  the  payment  of  sickness  benefit,  there  is  no  power  to  make  up 
wages  except  where  the  Local  Council  has  obtained  it  through  a 
Local  Act  of  Parliament.  An  action  taken  in  the  interests  of  the 
community  should  be  paid  for  by  the  community  and  not  left  to  the 
generosity  of  individual  employers. 

In  January  1956  the  Ministry  of  Health  suddenly  announced  a 
pilot  scheme  for  the  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  of  children  born 
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between  the  years  1947-54,  with  a British  vaccine,  a modified  form  of 
the  American  which  had  been  used  so  extensively  in  the  United 
States  for  a number  of  years.  Parents  were  invited  to  register  their 
children  within  these  age  groups  by  Easter,  but  owing  to  the  shortness 
of  supplies  it  was  necessary  to  make  an  arbitrary  selection  according 
to  the  month  of  their  birth — for  example  for  those  born  in  1947-50 
it  was  November.  In  Hove  and  Portslade  some  1,800  children 
were  registered  and  just  about  10%  vaccinated  before  the  end  of  June 
when  the  pilot  scheme  closed  for  the  summer.  With  such  small 
numbers — in  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  there  were  only  200,000 
children  selected,  it  is  impossible  to  be  dogmatic  about  the  results 
and  all  that  can  be  said  locally  is  that  no  reactions  appeared  and  no 
cases  of  poliomyelitis  resulted.  The  Medical  Research  Council 
reviewed  the  whole  available  evidence  and  in  a report  published  in 
June  1957  proved  that  no  harmful  effects  resulted  and  no  cases  of 
poliomyelitis  could  be  attributed  to  the  vaccine.  Indeed  they 
calculated  that  a vaccinated  child  stood  a 5 to  1 better  chance  of 
avoiding  the  paralytic  form  of  the  disease  than  an  unvaccinated  one. 

Food  Poisoning. 

In  all  7 notifications  of  attacks  of  Food  Poisoning  were  received 
from  general  practitioners,  the  largest  proportion — 6— in  the  second 
quarter  of  the  year  as  might  have  been  expected.  Cold,  it  is  sometimes 
forgotten,  does  not  kill  germs — it  only  discourages  them  and  when 
the  article  of  food  is  allowed  to  resume  the  ordinary  room  temperature 
they  revive  and  multiply.  A refrigerator  is  an  invaluable  safeguard 
in  the  home  and  it  is  unfortunate  that  it  still  carries  purchase  tax, 
but  it  must  be  used  intelligently — defrosted  at  intervals,  not  packed 
too  full  and  reserved  for  the  type  of  perishable  food  for  which  it  is 
intended. 

In  4 of  the  cases  the  responsible  organism  was  identified  but  not  the 
offending  vehicle  of  transmission — the  trail  was  far  too  cold  by  the 
time  the  Public  Health  Department  became  aware  of  the  case  and  any 
remains  of  the  suspected  food  had  been  disposed  of.  The  only 
chance  of  a successful  result  is  if  the  Public  Health  Department  is 
notified  immediately  by  telephone  by  the  general  practitioner  and 
even  then  there  may  have  been  a delay  because  he  has  not  been 
called  in  soon  enough.  It  is  usually  only  in  sudden  explosive  attacks 
on  a large  scale  that  the  Department  has  a chance  of  bringing  its 
investigations  to  a satisfactory  conclusion. 

Tuberculosis. 

99  Pulmonary  and  5 Non-Pulmonary  cases  were  added  to  the  Chest 
Clinic  register,  giving  a net  total  of  625  cases.  Not  all  the  additions 
were  fresh  diagnoses — a proportion  being  transfers  from  other 
districts.  Amongst  the  Males  the  largest  increase  was  in  the  age  group 
over  45  whilst  in  Females  it  was  in  those  below  35  and  about  90%  had 
not  produced  the  Tubercle  germ  in  their  sputum  during  the  past  six 
months  and,  therefore,  could  be  considered  relatively  non-infectious. 
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The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  was  again  stationed  in  Brighton  and 
East  Sussex  during  the  year  and  once  again  the  highest  incidence  of 
new  cases  was  discovered  in  females  of  15-25  and  in  males  from 
45  upwards. 

Care  of  the  Aged. 

The  many  and  varied  problems  of  old  age  continued  to  engage  the 
interest  and  a considerable  amount  of  time  of  the  Department.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  year  I presented  to  the  Hove  and  Portslade  Health 
Sub-Committee  a comprehensive  report  on  484  persons  on  our  Old 
People’s  register  in  which  I analysed  the  cases  according  to  their 
medical  condition  and  assigned  them  on  these  grounds  to  Hospital, 
County  Welfare  or  domiciliary  care.  The  year’s  figures  were  : — 

Hospital  . . . . . . 42 

Old  People’s  Homes  . . 189 

Able  to  remain  in  their  own  homes  253 

All  of  these  have  been  brought  to  my  notice  by  relatives,  friends  or 
landladies  because  of  some  need,  physical,  mental  or  social.  There 
are  others  living  in  Council  flats,  requisitioned  property  or  private 
accommodation,  often  bed-sitting  rooms,  who  cope  more  or  less 
successfully  with  their  problems  until  some  emergency  arises  when  my 
aid  is  speedily  invoked  to  assist  in  their  removal.  The  great  task  of 
the  future  is  so  to  supervise  this  type  who  are  literally  on  their  feet 
that  by  timely  assistance  the  onset  of  senility  as  opposed  to  old  age  is 
postponed  as  long  as  possible  and  it  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a field 
for  voluntary  effort  rather  than  State  or  Local  Authority  administration. 

That  old  age  is  inevitable  is  generally  accepted — that  it  is  natural 
is  not  so  readily  grasped  and  middle  age  views  approaching  old  age 
in  a different  light  from  the  generation  already  experiencing  it — as  a 
threat  and  not  a challenge.  The  helplessness  of  many  old  people 
to-day  places  them  at  the  mercy  of  wage  earners  who  are  not  only  their 
financial  supporters  but  also  their  planners  and  administrators.  To 
retain  their  personality  in  a world  which  is  rapidly  becoming  mass 
ridden  is  the  greatest  desire  of  old  people  and  accounts  for  the  some- 
times apparent  wilful  and  exasperating  opposition  to'|and  change  of 
mind  over  suggestions  put  forward  by  people  like  myself  for  the 
betterment  of  their  position  and  the  improvement  of  their  life.  Old 
age  should  become  a period  of  tranquility  and  toleration,  too  often 
it  degenerates  into  an  era  of  self-pity,  loneliness  and  boredom  and  one 
of  the  greatest  difficulties  which  a visitor  to  such  a home  encounters 
is  how  to  arouse  the  old  people  to  take  an  interest  in  their  surroundings 
and  to  help  them  to  make  better  use  of  the  powers  they  still  retain. 
A scheme  for  providing  material  for  handicrafts  and  for  the  sale  of 
the  finished  product  afterwards  whereby  the  producer  can  make  a 
little  profit  would  be  a godsend  to  some  of  them. 

From  the  figures  shown  on  page  (14)  19  old  people  were  admitted 
to  the  Geriatric  Unit,  13  to  County  Welfare  homes — a sad  reflection 
on  the  number  of  vacancies. 
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Incidentally  it  is  all  too  readily  assumed  I believe,  that  it  is  cheaper 
to  retain  old  people  in  their  own  homes  than  to  admit  them  to  Welfare 
Homes,  but  this  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  in  the  former  case  much 
of  the  expenditure  is  either  hidden  or  comes  from  so  many  different 
sources  that  it  is  not  easy  to  compute,  but  if  account  is  taken  of 
Pensions,  National  Assistance,  Home  Helps,  Queen’s  Nurses  and 
subsidised  rents,  it  is  doubtful  whether  there  is  so  much  difference. 
The  Meals  on  Wheels  Service,  which  provides  at  least  a minimum  of 
good  meals  to  certain  old  people  every  week,  had  its  grant  from  the 
Council  increased  in  view  of  the  rise  in  the  number  of  meals  served 
in  the  previous  year — 1,400  more. 

In  all  4 applications  were  made  to  the  Court  for  orders  for  com- 
pulsory removal  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act, 
1948,  and  were  granted.  One  man  died  shortly  after  admission  to 
hospital  but  the  others  settled  down  quite  contentedly.  These 
proceedings  are  always  distasteful  and  the  actual  removal  often 
something  of  a shock  but  in  most  cases  the  old  people  accept  the  new 
life  quite  happily  and  quite  a number,  when  I visit  them,  express 
their  gratitude  for  the  action  which  has  been  taken. 

Smoke  and  Grit  Nuisance. 

The  Report  of  the  Chief  Alkali  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  on  the  source  of  the  grit  nuisance  received  in 
the  autumn  of  1956  did  not  satisfy  members  of  the  local  authorities 
chiefly  affected  and  a joint  meeting  of  representatives  from  Hove, 
Southwick  and  Portslade  recommended  the  installation  of  gauges 
for  the  measurement  and  analysis  of  deposits  including  sulphur  dioxide 
on  sites  to  be  selected  on  the  advice  of  the  Department  of  Scientific 
and  Industrial  Research,  and  the  formation  of  a Joint  Committee 
which  although  possessing  no  executive  powers  would,  in  the  words 
of  the  constitution  eventually  accepted,  4 Advise  each  of  the  Councils 
on  matters  relating  to  the  prevention  or  abatement  of  atmospheric 
pollution  and  to  instal  and  maintain  the  deposit  gauges,  passing  on 
information  of  the  results.”  For  various  reasons,  however,  the  joint 
scheme  could  not  come  into  operation  until  April  1957. 

Complaints  about  smoke  nuisance  from  certain  laundries  continued 
to  be  received  and  representations  were  made  to  one  firm  to  accelerate 
the  promised  replacement  of  their  solid  fuel  burning  boilers  by  oil 
installations.  The  Suez  Canal  crisis,  however,  effectively  postponed 
this  project  and,  therefore,  nothing  further  could  be  done  for  the 
time  being  but  keep  the  whole  position  under  review. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Despite  the  preoccupation  of  many  parents  with  the  decision 
whether  to  accept  the  offer  of  vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  for 
their  children,  the  requests  for  Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Smallpox 
Vaccination  were  well  maintained  and  quite  up  to  last  year’s 
percentages. 
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Now  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  added  two  more  age  groups 
to  the  list  of  those  available  for  vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis, 
starting  at  the  age  of  1 year,  administratively  it  will  need  careful 
organisation  and  timing  if  all  these  injections  are  to  be  completed 
within  the  appropriate  time.  We  now  offer  protection  against 
Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus  and  Smallpox  to  all  who 
desire  it  and  when  supplies  are  available  we  hope  to  do  the  same  for 
Poliomyelitis,  although  it  will,  I believe,  be  limited  for  a considerable 
time  to  children  in  the  susceptible  age  groups  1 — 9. 

Conclusion. 

I cannot  conclude  this  Report  without  recording  my  thanks  to  all 
those  who  assisted  in  its  compilation  whether  statistically  or  by  actual 
departmental  work.  To  my  own  staff  of  Public  Health  Inspectors, 
especially  Mr.  Churcher,  I am  grateful  for  continued  assistance, 
particularly  in  connection  with  what  I still  prefer  to  term  the  Sanitary 
Side — to  Mr.  Rickett,  the  Chief  Clerk,  and  all  the  clerical  staff  who 
carry  out  the  unglamorous  but  none  the  less  essential  office  work,  I 
am  indebted  for  conscientious  service.  Dr.  Kershaw,  the  Deputy 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  left  us  in  September  and  was  replaced  by 
Dr.  Martin,  both  of  whom  relieve  me  of  much  anxiety  in  dealing  with 
day  to  day  matters  and  effectively  take  charge  of  the  Department  in 
my  absence. 

Finally  I would  like  to  include  in  my  thanks  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Committee  who  have  at  all  times  given  me  their 
confidence  and  encouraged  me  in  my  efforts. 

I am.  Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

N.  E.  CHADWICK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS,  1956. 


Area  . . . . 

(Acres)  4,010| 

Resident  Population  (Mid-1956) 

• • 

69,700 

Population,  1951  (Census) 

• • 

69,435 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1956) 

£1,807,528 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

• • 

£7,301 

Births. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  . . . . 663 

334 

329 

Illegitimate  . . . . 46 

18 

28 

Birth  rate  : 10.17  (standard). 

Birth  rate  : 12.00  (corrected). 

Deaths  . . . . . . 1213 

501 

712 

Death  rate  : 17.40  (standard). 

■ ■ - . 

Death  rate  : 10.79  (corrected). 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

• • 

206 

Deaths  from  Measles 

m • 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

• • 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  . . . . 14 

8 

6 

Illegitimate  . . . . — 

— 



Rate  per  1,009  Live  Births  : 19.74. 

Legitimate  ..  ..  21.11 

Illegitimate  . . . . 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  per  1,000  births  : 12.69 

Still  Births  : 10. 

Rate  per  1,000  Population  . . 0.14 

Rate  per  1,000  Births  . . 14.10 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  births  : Nil. 


Infant  Deaths  : 14. 

Under  one  month 
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9,  63%. 


REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES. 


Number 

of 

Homes 

Number  of  Beds  provided  for  : 

Maternity 

Others 

Totals 

Homes  first 
registered 
during  year 

2 

_ 

20 

20 

Homes  on  the 
Registered  List 
at  end  of  year 

34 

12 

392 

404 

OLD  PEOPLE,  1956. 

Total  number  of  new  patients  visited  during  the  year 
Total  number  of  revisits 
Brighton  General  Hospital  and 


related  Hospitals  . . . . 19 

Brighton  General  Hospital 

Mental  Observation  beds  . . 2 

Other  Hospitals  . . . . 3 

Nursing  Homes  . . . . 21 

St.  Francis  Hospital  . . 3 

County  Welfare  Homes  . . 13 

Private  Old  People’s  Homes  . . 9 

Observation  at  home  or  pending 
admission  to  County  Welfare  or 
other  homes  . . . . 300 


370 


Of  the  above  : 41  died  at  home. 

10  died  in  hospital. 

10  died  in  nursing  homes. 
21  left  District. 


370 

1288 
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TUBERCULOSIS  1956. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Totals 

CNJlOOOcOOOO<NCAOO 

T— IT— 

t-h  t-h  t-h 

625 

Cases  on  Register. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Eii 

T— IT— < CO  <N  VO  O LO 

T— 1 

36 

2 

<N  lo  vO  cO  (N  CN 

24 

Pul. 

tii 

T-ir--'ooocNOoaNoooo 

CNJ  Tf  LO  T}-  T— 1 

224 

2 

t"~-LOGV<N01''3’OvcO 

T— < O-  CNI  CO 

r— H 

T— 1 

CO 

Other  Removals 

Non- 

Pul. 

Eli 

t— i Ol  t— i CN  t— i CN 

C\ 

M. 

T— 1 T— 1 CO  Ol  T— 1 

00 

Pul. 

Eli 

oj  t— i r-  to  t— i 

VO 

t-h 

M. 

_ 

t— i t-h  cO  o o 0\  G*\  t— i 

T— • T— 1 

44 

Deaths. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Eli 

t-h 

t-h 

• 

2 

i 

Pul. 

Eli 

T— 1 CO  T — 1 

LO 

M. 

T— 1 T— 1 CO 

<N 

t-h 

New  Cases.  * 

Non- 

Pul. 

cii 

T — 1 T— 1 T— 1 

CO 

M. 

t-h  t-h 

CM 

Pul. 

Eli 

cO  t-h  t— i O VO  lo 

T-H  t-H 

40 

M. 

T— iCVJ'nTcO'^-t-iOH' 

T— 1 T— 1 (N 

59 

Under  1 

1 — 5 

5—10 

10—15  .. 

15—20 

20—25 

25—35 

35—45 

45—65 

Over  65 

Totals 
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These  figures  include  “ Inward  Transfers. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE,  1956. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

ANALYSIS  OF  CASES  ADMITTED  FROM  THE  HOVE 

AREA  DURING  1956. 


Syphilis. 

M. 

F. 

i 

Transfers 

Neuro 

2 

— 

1 

Other  late  or  latent  stages 

2 

— 

1 

4 

2 

Less  : transferred  from 

-r  _ 

other  areas 

2 

— 

2 

- 

Gonorrhoea 

17 



Other  Conditions. 

i 

Non-specific  urethritis  . . 
Conditions  requiring 

ii 

i 

— 

treatment 

20 

i 

15 

Conditions  not  requiring 

i 

i 

treatment 

11  ! 

8 

42 

23 

16 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

1956. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 
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There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  year. 


VACCINATION 
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(a)  HOUSING  PROGRESS  REPORT  FOR  YEAR  ENDED 

31st  DECEMBER,  1956. 

Post-War  Council  Houses  and  Flats. 

Total  at  Quarter  ended 

31/12/55  31/3/56  30/6/56  30/9/56  31/12/56 


(a) 

To  be  built  under 
Contracts  signed  by 

the  Council 

989 

(b) 

Total  number 

completed 

956 

(c) 

Total  number  in 
course  of  construc- 

tion 

33 

(d) 

To  be  built  by 
direct  labour  by 
Housing  Depart- 

ment 

240 

(e) 

Total  number 

completed 

240 

(0 

Total  number  in 
course  of  construc- 

tion 

— 

Requisitioned  Property. 

(g)  Total  number  of 
houses  upon  which 
requisition  has 

been  confirmed  . . 82 

(h)  Number  of  family 

units  contained  in 
these  properties  . . 330 


989 

989 

1001 

1001 

956 

956 

979 

989 

33 

33 

22 

12 

240 

240 

240 

240 

240 

240 

240 

240 

69  63  62  59 


280  255  253  234 
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(b)  THE  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  FAMILY  UNITS  OF 
ACCOMMODATION  IN  ALL  PROPERTIES  AT 

31st  DECEMBER,  1956. 


Council  Houses  and  Flats  . . 2044 

Requisitioned  Property  . . 234 

Old  People’s  Flats  . . . . 75 

Purchased  Property  . . . . 70 


2423 


(c)  THE  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  FAMILY  UNITS  RE- 
HOUSED IN  ALL  PROPERTIES  FROM  1st  JANUARY, 
1956  TO  31st  DECEMBER,  1956. 

86 


(d)  THE  PRESENT  POSITION  (31-12-56)  AS  TO  OUT- 
STANDING APPLICATIONS  FOR  ACCOMMODATION 

IS  AS  FOLLOWS. 


One  or  more  Adults  . . 27 

Man  and  wife  only  . . . . 70 

Man,  wife  and  1 child  . . 162 

Man,  wife  and  2 children  . . 84 

Man,  wife  and  3 children  . . 26 

Man,  wife  and  4 or  more  children  11 

Aged  persons  . . . . 61 


Total  441 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF  THE  AREA. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT  OF  THE  SENIOR 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1956. 

Total  number  of  Houses  inspected  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts)  . . . . . . 903 

Total  number  of  Revisits  . . . . . . 1949 

Total  number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 949 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  found  with  defects  . . 386 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  . . . . 385 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . . . . 17 

Number  of  Premises  inspected  (other  than  houses)  from 

complaints  of  nuisances,  etc.  . . . . 52 

Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 59 

Number  of  Revisits  . . . . . . . . 56 

Number  of  Premises  inspected  in  which  nuisances  were 

found  . . . . . . . . 18 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  . . . . 17 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . . . . Nil 

Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Dairies  . . . . 42 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Milkshops  . . . . 17 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

Number  of  Shops  inspected  in  respect  of  Meat  . . 191 

Ice  Cream  . . . . . . . . 63 

Fish  . . . . . . . . . . 51 

Grocery,  Provisions,  etc.  . . . . . . 124 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  Kitchens,  etc.  . . . . 133 

Other  Shops  . . . . . . . . 191 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . 49 

Informal  Notices  served  . . . . . . 428 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

Number  of  Shops  inspected  . . . . . . 23 

Number  of  Notices  served.  Informal  . . . . 2 
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Stables. 

Number  of  Stables  inspected  . . . . . . 11 

Number  of  Notices  served.  Informal  . . . . Nil 

Statutory  . . . . Nil 

Vermin  (Bugs). 

Number  of  visits  regarding  verminous  premises  . . 13 

Number  of  visits  regarding  disinfestation  of  rooms  . . 6 

Number  of  rooms  treated  for  vermin  . . . . 6 

Drains. 

Number  of  drains  completely  renewed  . . . . 7 

Number  of  drains  partly  repaired  . . . . 40 

Number  of  visits  during  reconstruction  or  repair  . . 168 

Illness. 

Number  of  visits  in  respect  of  illness.  Infectious  . . 70 

Non-infectious  . . 10 

Number  of  visits  in  respect  of  Tuberculosis  . . . . 59 

Miscellaneous. 

Number  of  Sundry  visits  . . . . . . 363 

Number  of  visits  respecting  Unsound  Food  . . . . 152 


Table  of  Defects. 

Number  of  soil  and  vent  pipes,  W.C’s,  sinks  and  waste  pipes  70 

Number  of  gutters  and  rain  water  pipes  . . . . 69 

Number  of  structural  defects  to  walls,  floors,  ceilings, 

doors,  windows,  grates,  stairs  and  handrails  . . 162 

Number  of  roofs,  chimneys,  yard  paving,  steps  and  areas  84 

Number  of  dustbins,  ashpits  . . . . . . 95 

Number  of  cases  of  dampness  . . . . . . 140 

Number  of  accumulations  of  manure,  refuse,  etc.  . . 17 

Number  of  animal  nuisances  . . . . . . 2 

Number  of  defective  water  supply  . . . . 7 

Number  of  choked  drains  . . . . . . 53 

Number  of  bakehouses  limewashed  . . . . 1 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1956. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

(a)  By  Private  Enterprise  . . 142 

Blocks  of  Flats  providing 

family  accommodation  ..  113 

Additional  Dwellings  by  conversion 

into  Flats  . . . . 97 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  Housing  Acts  : 

By  Local  Authority.  Houses  Nil 

Flats  . . 33 

Conversions  6 


HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT.  1954. 


Number  of  Applications  for  a Certificate  of  Disrepair  . . 15 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  granted  . . . . 13 

Number  of  Applications  for  Revocation  of  Certificates  of 

Disrepair  . . . . . . . . 9 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Revocation  granted  . . 9 


UNDERGROUND  ROOMS  SURVEY. 

Number  of  Basements  Surveyed  . . 167 


NUMBER  OF  CLOSING  ORDERS  MADE  IN  RESPECT 

OF  UNDERGROUND  ROOMS. 

Whole  Basements  . . . . 2 

Partial  Basements  . . . . 2 


23 


s 


H 

U 

<3 

C/3 

w 

HH 

£ 

o 

H 

U 

< 


24 


CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 
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OUTWORKERS. 


lection  111 

Prosecutions 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Notices 

Served. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Section  110 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 

110  (1)  (c). 

<N 

t-h 

<N 

T— 1 

M/c 

Line 

No. 

cO 

T— < 

00 
r— * 

Nature  of  Work 

Wearing  Apparel, 
Making,  Altering,  etc. 

Furniture  and 
Upholstery 

Total 
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FOOD  PREMISES. 


Registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Ice  Cream. 

For  the  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  2 

For  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  . . 169 

Premises  registered  for  Cooked 

and  Preserved  Meat  . . 29 

Premises  registered  for  the  Manu- 
facture of  Sausages  . . 35 

Dairies  Registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 
Number  of  Registered  Dairies  . . 4 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Formal  Samples. 

Milk  . . . . . . 16 

Butter  . . . . . . 20 

Margarine  . . . . 4 

Informal  Samples. 

Cream  of  Tartar  . . . . 1 

Tinned  Cream  . . . . 2 

Fresh  Cream  . . . . 12 

Tinned  Rhubarb  . . . . 2 

Lemon  Squash  . . . . 1 

Tinned  Raspberries  . . . . 1 

Condensed  Milk  . . . . 2 

Ground  White  Pepper  . . 1 

Pure  Lemon  Juice  . . . . 1 

Total  63 

DEFICIENT  SAMPLES. 

Sample  No.  429.  Butter.  This  sample  of  butter  contained  an 

excess  of  moisture  to  the  extent  of 
3.7%.  Subsequent  samples  of  the 
brand  of  butter  proved  to  be  satis- 
factory. 

PROSECUTIONS. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  an  occupier  of  underground  rooms 
knowing  that  a Closing  Order  had  become  operative. 

A fine  of  £10  was  imposed. 
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EXAMINATION  OF  ICE  CREAM. 


Number  of  Samples  taken  . . 60 

Graded  as  follows  : 

Grade  1 . . . . 31 

Grade  2 . . . . 25 

Grade  3 . . . . 4 

Grade  4 . . . . Nil 


RATS  AND  MICE. 

During  the  year,  the  Rodent  Operators  made  3,500  visits  for  the 
eradication  of  rats  and  mice. 

The  number  of  rat  bodies  found  was  407  but  this  by  no  means 
indicates  the  actual  number  destroyed  as  with  treatment  by  poisoning, 
all  bodies  are  not  found.  Two  full  time  rodent  operators  are 
employed. 

SEWER  TREATMENT  FOR  RATS. 

A partial  treatment  of  the  sewers  was  carried  out  and  the  results 
obtained  showed  that  satisfactory  control  of  the  rat  population  in 
the  sewers  is  being  maintained. 

SALE  OF  MILK  UNDER  SPECIAL  DESIGNATION. 

Licences  were  granted  as  follows  : — 

For  the  Sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  46 
For  the  Sale  of  Pasteurised  Milk  . . 57 

For  the  Sale  of  Sterilised  Milk  . . 38 

SAMPLES  OF  DESIGNATED  MILK 
TAKEN  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Farm  Bottled)  43 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  Milk  93 

Channel  Island  Pasteurised  Milk  . . 93 

Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . 155 

Sterilised  Milk  . . . . 31 

Samples  which  did  not  comply  with  the  Conditions. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . . 8 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  Milk  6 

Channel  Island  Pasteurised  Milk  . . 1 

Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . 2 

All  these  samples  failed  on  the  Methylene  Blue  Tests  and  one 
sample  of  Pasteurised  Milk  failed  on  the  Phosphatase  Test. 

BIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 


Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . . 42 

Tuberculin  Tested  Channel  Island  Milk  37 

Channel  Island  Milk  . . . . 8 

Non-Designated  Milk  . . 33 


These  samples  were  taken  at  the  Dairy  prior  to  the  treatment  by 
Pasteurisation. 

One  sample  of  Channel  Island  Milk  and  three  samples  of  non- 
designated  milk  were  found  to  contain  Tubercle  by  Guinea  Pig 
innoculation. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 
OF  AUSTRALIAN  BULL  SAUSAGE  MEAT. 


A consignment  of  Australian  Bull  Sausage  Meat  was  received  by  a 
local  wholesaler,  who  in  turn  distributed  it  over  the  county  area. 
Information  was  received  that  the  meat  was  “suspect/’  so  the 
authorities  in  whose  area  the  meat  had  been  distributed  were  notified 
and  a “stop”  placed  on  sales  pending  the  Bacteriological  Examination 
which  was  as  follows  : — 


Sample  No.  47 

Cl.  Welchii  and  Salm.  typhimurium  isolated. 

No.  48 

Cl.  Welchii  and  Salm.  typhimurium  isolated. 

No.  49 

Cl.  Welchii  isolated. 

No.  50 

Cl.  Welchii  and  Salm.  Chester,  isolated. 

No.  51 

Salm.  typhimurium  isolated. 

No.  52 

Cl.  Welchii  isolated. 

No.  53 

Cl.  Welchii  isolated. 

No.  54 

Cl.  Welchii  isolated. 

No.  55 

Cl.  Welchii  isolated. 

No.  56 

Cl.  Welchii  isolated. 

No.  57 

Salmonella  Newport  isolated. 

The  meat  was  then  collected  from  over  the  county  by  the  whole- 
saler, who  returned  the  meat  to  the  suppliers  where  it  was  dealt  with 
by  the  Local  Authority  of  that  area. 


NUMBER  OF  FOOD  PREMISES. 


Grocers  and  Provision  Merchants  113 

Confectioners  . . . . 102 

Greengrocers  . . . . 74 

Butchers  and  Cooked  Meat  . . 51 

Continental  Butchers  . . 1 

Bakers  (retail)  . . . . 33 

Bakehouses  . . . . 16 

Fish  Shops  (including  Fried  Fish)  20 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  . . 52 

Chemists  . . . . 30 

Canteens  . . . . . . 23 

Wine  Stores  . . . . 19 

Pie  Manufacturers  . . . . 2 

Tea  and  Coffee  Importers  . . 1 

Biscuit  Shop  . . . . 1 

Confectionery  Manufacturers  . . 2 

Kiosks  . . . . . . 3 

Beer  Bottling  Store  . . . . 2 

Wholesale  Grocer  . . . . 1 


29 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  THE 
SWIMMING  BATH  WATER  AT  THE  KING  ALFRED. 

Small  Bath. 


Date 

Plate  Count 
Yeastrel  Agar 

2 days  37°C. 

Probable  Number  of 
Coliform  MacConkeys 

2 days  37°C. 

5th  Jan. 

9 per  ml. 

Less  than  100  per  ml. 

18th  Jan. 

3 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

30th  Jan. 

14  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

8th  Feb. 

790  per  ml. 
(approx.) 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

20th  March 

1 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

30th  May 

57  per  ml. 

3 per  100  ml. 

3 Faecal 

11th  June 

2 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

20th  June 

23  per  ml. 

8 per  100  ml. 

8 Faecal 

10th  July 

78  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

18th  July 

270  per  ml. 

25  per  100  ml. 

13  Faecal 

30th  July 

12  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

8th  Aug. 

6 per  ml. 

1 per  100  ml. 

1 Faecal 

21st  Aug. 

73  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

28th  Aug. 

11  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

5th  Sept. 

166  per  ml. 

3 per  100  ml. 

3 Faecal 

18th  Sept. 

7 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

10th  Oct. 

96  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

17th  Oct. 

373  per  ml. 

8 per  100  ml. 

8 Faecal 

29th  Oct. 

1,300  per  ml. 
(approx.) 

35  per  100  ml. 

35  Faecal 
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28th  Nov. 

28  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

12th  Dec. 

70  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

31st  Dec. 

11  per  ml. 

1 per  100  ml. 

1 Faecal 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  THE 
SWIMMING  WATER  BATH  AT  THE  KING  ALFRED. 
Large  Swimming  Bath. 


Date 

Plate  Count 
Yeastrel  Agar 

2 days  at  37°C. 
Aerobically 

Probable  Number  of 
Coliform  Bacilli, 
MacConkeys  2 days 
at  37°C. 

5th  April 

14  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

12th  April 

690  per  ml. 
(approx.) 

180  per  100  ml. 

180 

Faecal 

17th  April 

Less  than  1 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

24th  April 

Less  than  1 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

8th  May 

Less  than  1 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

17th  May 

83  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

30th  May 

22  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

11th  June 

11  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

20th  June 

6 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

10th  July 

63  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

18th  July 

34  per  ml. 

3 per  100  ml. 

3 Faecal 

30th  July 

42  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

8th  Aug. 

30  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

21st  Aug. 

84  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

28th  Aug. 

3 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

5th  Sept. 

85  per  ml. 

11  per  100  ml. 

11  Faecal 

18th  Sept. 

101  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

27th  Sept. 

33  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

The  large  swimming  bath  is  used  as  such  for  the  period  from  Easter 

until  the  end  of  September. 
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FOOD  CONDEMNED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1956. 
Home  Killed  Meat. 

Pork  . . . . . . 8 lbs. 

Beef  . . . . . . 41  lbs. 


Imported  Meat. 

Beef  . . . . . . 290  lbs.  12  ozs. 

Lambs  Liver  . . . . . . 10  lbs. 


Miscellaneous  Meat  Products. 

Bacon  . . . . . . 68J  lbs. 

Ham  . . . . . . 25  lbs. 

Beef  Sausages  . . . . . . 14  lbs. 

Pork  Sausages  . . . . . . 32  lbs. 


Tinned  Meat. 

Ox  Tongues 

Brawn 

Ham 

Corned  Beef 
Jellied  Veal 
Lambs  Tongues  . . 

Irish  Stew 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pudding 
Stewed  Steak 
Luncheon  Meat  . . 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 
Steak  Pudding 
Beef  Slices 
Minced  Meat  Loaf 


36  lbs. 

21  lbs. 

220  lbs. 

384  lbs. 

116  lbs. 

12  lbs.  12  oz. 

1 lb. 

2 lbs. 

75  lbs. 

285  lbs. 

116  lbs. 

10  lbs. 

2 lbs. 

11  lbs. 


Wet  Fish. 

Skate  Flap 

Whiting 

Cod 

Coley  Fillets 
Lemon  Soles 
Kippers 

Smoked  Cod  Fillets 
Smoked  Haddock 
Rock  Salmon 
Herrings 
Salmon 

Haddock  Fillets 
Prawns 


4 

2 

3 
16 

1 

2 

7 

4 
3 

8 

91 

2 

8 


stone 

stone  3 lbs. 
stone  4 lbs. 
stone 
stone 

stone  7 lbs. 
lbs. 
stone 
lbs. 

stone  7 lbs. 
lbs. 
stone 
lbs. 
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Tinned  Fish. 


Herrings  . . . . . . 22  tins 

Tuna  . . . . . . 5 tins 

Pilchards  . . . . . . 44  tins 

Sardines  . . . . . . 37  tins 

Salmon  . . . . . . 14  tins 

Crab  . . . . . . . . 32  tins 

Soft  Roes  . . . . . . 17  tins 


Tinned  Fruit. 

Pineapple  . . . . . . 248 J lbs. 

Peaches  . . . . . . 194J  lbs. 

Apricots  . . . . . . 181  lbs. 

Pears  . . . . . . 122  lbs. 

Grapefruit  . . . . . . 86  lbs. 

Fruit  Salad  . . . . . . 25J  lbs. 

Mandarin  Oranges  . . . . 14J  lbs. 

Raspberries  . . . . . . 9 lbs. 

Strawberries  . . . . . . 1\  lbs. 

Oranges  . . . . . . 11  lbs. 

Prunes  . . . . . . 4 lbs. 

Loganberries  . . . . . . 3J  lbs. 

Gooseberries  . . . . . . lbs. 

Plums  . . . . . . 33  lbs. 

Rhubarb  . . . . . . 7 lbs. 

Cherries  . . . . . . 15  J lbs. 

Black  Currants  . . . . . . 15  lbs. 

Apples  . . . . . . 6J  lbs. 

Fruit  Pulp  : 

Apricot  . . . . . . 18  lbs. 

Peach  . . . . . . 6J  lbs. 

Apple  . . . . . . 10  lbs. 


Tinned  Vegetables. 

Beans  in  Tomato  Sauce  . . . . 89  lbs. 

Processed  Peas  . . . . . . 174  lbs. 

Garden  Peas  . . . . . . 146J  lbs. 

Butter  Beans  . . . . . . 9 lbs. 

Tomatoes  . . . . . . 288  lbs. 

Carrots  . . . . . . 5 lbs. 

Runner  Beans  . . . . . . j lb. 

Mixed  Vegetables  . . . . 4f  lbs. 

Beetroot  . . . . . . 2 lbs. 
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Tinned  Milk. 

Full  Cream  Milk 
Evaporated  Milk 
Full  Cream 
Skimmed  Milk  . . 
Cream 

Condensed  Milk 

Jam  and  Marmalade. 

Apricot 

Plum 

Marmalade 

Soup. 

Oxtail 

Scotch  Broth 
Tomato 
Mock  Turtle 
Mushroom 
Chicken 
Celery  Soup 
Beef  Broth 
Mulligatawny 

Other  Foods. 

Stuffed  Olives 
Meat  Paste 
Macaroni 

Whole  Liquid  Egg 

Egg  Whites 

Mixed  Fruit  Pudding 

Cheddar  Cheese 

Cheese 

Fish  Cakes 

Spaghetti 

Cheese  Spread 

Prunes 

Fish  Paste 

Tomato  Paste 

Peeled  Potatoes  . . 

Boiling  Fowl 

Beetroot 

Strained  Foods  . . 
Branston  Pickle  . . 
Calves  Foot  jelly 
Fruit  Pie  Filling  . . 
Grapefruit  Juice 
Chicken  (Tinned) 
Fruit  Cake 
Chocolate  Rolls  . . 


19  tins 
196  tins 
5 tins 
11  tins 
14  tins 
1 tin 


26f  lbs. 

l|  lbs. 
65|  lbs. 


8 tins 
8 tins 
7 tins 

3 tins 

4 tins 
19  tins 

1 tin 

1 tin 

2 tins 


1 jar 
15  jars 

2 tins 
1673  lbs. 

28  lbs. 

1 tin 

60  x 2 oz.  pkts 
67  lbs. 

30 

13  tins 

264  x 5 02.  pkts 
72  lbs. 

22  jars 
10  jars 

1 cwt. 

5J  lbs. 

2 jars 
13  tins 

1 jar 
1 jar 
64  lbs. 

1 tin 
5 lbs. 

33  lbs. 

120 
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